Ministry in Serbia

Following are some of our team’s activities, plans, challenges and prayer
requests. Several thousands of the displaced people are in Serbia and settled in
many camps through out the country. Many Local churches and foreign ministries
are working among them, but regardless of what doctorins they are bringing to
teach, the most important challenge is to deal with ethnic and language issues.

As we’ve been monitoring the refugees news during 2017, we found that
there are few thousands people from Iran and Afganistan (Farsi speaking
nations) among them. So we started to pray and of course visiting the country to
find out how we’re able to serve them. Our goals defined as; using this opportunity
to share the Gosple and reach to the unreached!
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As we started to do the ministry, we faced with lots of obstacles such as the
work permit (official registration), language issues, strong Ortodox belief, local
cherches denial to help and no way to get permision to enter the camps. So we
changed our strategy to invite people to our office, some local churches who
have been dedicated to serve the refugees and even invite them to park or
riverside to share the Gosple, fellowship, feed them and meet their basic needs.
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The next step was to be prepare for increasing number of people for example
in Sid. The plan was to permanently hire a building, with rooms and kitchen so
as to be open and working every day bcs of programs, training and community
projects. But we couldn’t find any reasonable offer and finally hired a Sports Hall
for six hrs every Sunday.

Then we had to hire the buses, buy sound system, so we started driving three
cars full and two bus loads of 50 each time and the fellowship was open now.
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Food and cooking was another priority, therefore we organized the hospitality
team, two Iranian cooks and two local servants to be logistics co-ordinators
hired as well. Hospitality ministry workers to be paid by the o/s base.
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Besiade, we've started our morning Bible study sessions, which is growing so
fast! These sessions started with discussion on Gospel of John and our goals
are to help them to discover what God says in His Word and how to apply in their
daily life. Shortly after that, they started these sessions inside camps through
many small groups. In the same time, some of them have chosen for worship
team to gather many Persian Gospel songs and to be prepared for serving the
worship session.
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One of the most important accomplishment through this ministry was to know
other active ministries (local/ foreign) in Serbia and involving joint project with
them. A good example is brother Ali Dini from “Bridge to the Nations” Bulgaria
and hearing his testimony, which brought us to a new stage of partnership to
use this opportunity and bring our possible capacities all together to share the
Gosple, teaching the Word and meet the basic needs of refugees in many other
cities.
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Another effectual and creative activities through this mission is Children
Ministry! Since there are lots of families and the children are the most vulnerable part of these
situations, we decided to bring them something more than chocolate ot toys!
So we prepared a simple curriculum designed for them to learn how to read
the Bible, pray, sing the songs, English language, painting, story telling and
how to express their real being and talents.
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Many of refugees have been trying to reach to west countries through these
last couple months. So the number of refugees always faceing with fluctuation
in this country and has a perceptible effects on number of people who coming
to church, but this is not reducing the importance of knowing their spiritual and
physical needs and try to provide the basics for them. Another notable poit is,
although they’re deprived from many social/ economical activities and have only
30 $ government monthly support, but still bringing their tithes to church and
their fellowships, which is consequence of their spiritual growth and dynamic
personality.

So we’'d keep pray and ask financial supports to be able to reach many
refugees in Serbia and to approach to these goals:

» To have a proper and enough space to gather refugees in church service,
buy sound system and video projector, and also invite other servants to come
and serve the other nations among refugees, using their own language.

* To be able to provide food, specially after gathering and services

* To prepare transportaion to bring people to church services, since almost all
camps are located at least 15 to 30 km from cities and many are not able to pay
for transportation.

» To be able to reach the refugees in other corners of the country, holding
one to five days meetings to teach, preach, setting up small discipleship group,
basic provisions and health issues, to make them grow spiritually before they
leave either to west or back their home.



» To prepare books and help them to overcome on language issues and be
able to communicate with society and officials to reflect their needs and prob-
lems.

» To hold conferences about christian faith and belief, inviting experienced
servants to help them grow in their christian walk.

* To provide the same needs in other Balkan countries.

Thank you so much for praying for us and with us. We appreciate your finan-
cial help, your emails and your kindness. Thank you for being our partners.
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